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the copy and legal costs in each case. Any action for non-delivery
of the copies had to be started fay the library authority concerned
within three months of the publication of a work1 (ss. 5,6,9,10).
The passing of this Act marks a radical change in the history
of legal deposit. Under the preceding Licensing Acts the regis-
tration of a work at Stationers' Hall, and the delivery of three
copies, entitled a printer to what amounted to a perpetual copy-
right in that work, which privilege he could, of course, sell to
another if he chose. On the old foundations, however, was built
this new act whereby not only was the number of deposit copies
increased from three to nine, but, curiously enough, the period
of copyright in a work was fixed at twenty-one years only for
existing works, and at fourteen years for all works printed after
10 April 1710. * Thus, while the original claim to perpetual copy-
right was removed, the tax for its establishment was not only
continued but considerably increased.1
The printers were enraged at this double insult, and they
looked about for some means of relief from their burden. Then a
strange thing happened. Owing to loose phraseology in the Act,
the printers discovered a very welcome flaw which enabled
them, if they chose, to disregard with impunity the obligation to
deposit copies of their works at Stationers* Hall. Section 5 of the
Act stated that copyright was granted to books printed and pub-
lished "as aforesaid," which words it was contended referred to
such books only as were entered at Stationers' Hall for protection
from piracy. The printers therefore maintained that they need
deposit copies of those works only for which legal protection was
sought, since the actual wording of the Act itself plainly showed
that a penalty could not apply to the non-delivery of books not
registered, for the process was:
1.  Entry of a work in the Registers at Stationers' Hall before
publication;
2.  Delivery of the nine copies by the printer to the Warehouse
Keeper also before general publication of the work took
place;
1 For the sections of this Act relating to deposits see post, p. 300.
1 With the prospect of a further fourteen years if the author were alive at
the end of the first fourteen years.
* The Act was therefore known as the "fatal gift to authors/* and it gave
rise to an enonooqs amount of litigation.